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A Creative Commons License Primer

You must meet three criteria to be eligible to use a Creative Commons (CC) license:

1. Copyright must exist in the work being licensed.

2. You must be the copyright owner of the work to place a CC license on it. For example, if you created the
work as part of your employment, you may not be the copyright owner. If you assigned the copyright to
someone else, you're no longer its copyright owner.

3. Ifyou're in an exclusive or even non-exclusive licensing arrangement, including as a member of a copyright
collective, you may be restricted from using CC licenses. Check your licensing arrangement for any
restrictions about CC licenses.

The Licenses

Key: e CC = Creative Commons e BY = Attribution Required ® NC = Noncommercial Use Only
e SA = Sharealike (for derivatives) ¢ ND = No Derivatives or Remixes

Attribution
CCBY

The least restrictive license, it allows the public to freely distribute your
work and also remix it, for commercial or noncommercial purposes.
Attribution to you is required.

Attribution-NoDerivs
CCBY-ND

This license allows the public to distribute the work as is (no
modifications) for commercial or noncommercial purposes. Attribution to
you is required.

Attribution-Sharealike
CC BY-SA

This license allows the public to remix, tweak, et cetera, and the resulting
new work must also be subject to this same CC license. The use can be for
commercial or noncommercial purposes. Attribution to you is required.

Noncommercial-Sharealike
CC BY-NC-SA

Attribution- _ If you use this license, the public may remix, tweak and build upon the
Noncommercial work (i.e., make a new work incorporating the original). The resulting new
CCBY-NC work must be noncommercial. Attribution to you is required.

Attribution- This license allows the public to remix or adapt the work, et cetera, but

only for noncommercial purposes. The resulting new work must use the
same CC license. Attribution to you is required.

Attribution-
Noncommercial-NoDerivs
CC BY-NC-ND

This is the most restrictive license. Attribution to you is required and the
public may:

* Download the work and share it with others

e Use the work as is without any modifications

* Do any of the above only for noncommercial purposes

Use this information to
maintain copyright and
licensing compliance in your
organization, but please do
not rely on it as legal advice.
Seek legal advice where
necessary.

For more information about choosing and using Creative Commons Licenses, see our
in-depth article Creative Commons Licenses: How To Choose the Best CC License.
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https://www.copyrightlaws.com/creative-commons-licenses-choose-best
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/

